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The paper supposes to have an insight into the real status of Women Aiding 
in Ming and Qing Dynasty from the perspective of local practice. Whether the 
local government carried out Aiding Measures consistent with the instructions of 
the empire, what role every class played in aiding women, what the real 
motivations of the aid agencies were, and whether the aiding behaviors were 
related to the culture background or other benefits, these questions are what the 
paper cares about. Meanwhile, we will discuss the effects of the Aiding System 
during the Ming and Qing Dynasty. 
 Because of the limit of the scope of country’s foundation, functions of 
government couldn’t be useful at all aspects. It’s hard for the government to deal 
with all the affairs either in finance or manpower. Undoubtedly, the local elites  
engagements in public affairs helped to fill up the empty of government finance, 
these were what the officials expected. So local official also gave them a certain 
of encouragements and praises. At the same time, the government strongly 
publicized the benevolent act, piety, and encouraged various hierarchy of society 
to take part in benevolent cause by giving them praises and awards. Specially, 
the local elites gave positive responses to the bitter widow who kept moral 
integrity and earned their livings. Central government had a series of honor 
systems, such as setting up the steles for the chaste women, favoring the millet 
and silks; the officials of the states and counties also gave steles to the widows 
who kept moral integrity as a prize, allowed them to enter ancestral temple; and 















women and their moral conducts. Obviously, all of these suggested that the 
aiding action was the second, the most important is to civilize people and record 
the good fame for the widows. With the lack of governmental capital, private 
capital also joined in the benevolent cause and played an important role in it. The 
local elites were active in setting up the community to help keeping the good 
reputations of the widows, shaping the social consciousness and the images of 
the chastity women, by words and deeds. 
However, the nation did not withdraw the field of benevolence, it kept the 
function, more or less. Chinese society did not produce the real public realm 
which was independent from the country or society. The civilian charity 
organization couldn’t exist if it didn’t get the government’s admission and 
support. So the aiding of the widows during the Ming and Qing Dynasty only 
could exist under the civilizing system, serving for a kind of culture and idea, it 
was just a symbol. 
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